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As the smoke clears in the aftermath
of the Cuban fiasco, we find that it,was
more of a flasco than anyone reatized,
in fact, and that it bas had a copsider-

able affect on the Kennedy administra-
tion. : “ K

Apparently this pitifaully small_

giroup tossed-up on the Cuban beach
was, in fact, practically ALL THERE
WAS. Also, in spite of the smoke:"
screen of comments by party leaders,
every newsman in Washington knows
the true facts of the decision-making

'—— Tﬁarﬁg;‘ﬁeqq Kennedy, on the

-

basis of & ‘1&2%%9_3nd
vice and opinions of

hi BisiAmnteSiadh and b both
~ his SE€Crd fx of -skade and -under-
. secY¥etary of state in giving a personal -

go-ahead to the operation.

This was an unhappy example of a
| quality logg heralded in’President Ken-
nedy, his independence and “personal

. leadership.” o _
"+ 1t explains why, after _theAd.ebacle.,
Senatorial leaders of the Democratic
party, itself, have virtoally’, attacked
their own President, and pu-b’licly and
pitterly complained that tigy. were

i v . . ;

I totally uninformed and not: ﬁmm-tqd‘ + hide from the facts apd attack th.
Some of them claim to have beg) even, C :

. more ignorant of the facts than, they -,

were, (unless they are genuinely;_stupidg'g
i

and few 'senators are stupid.)

It also explains, in part, Kennedy's .

sight AFTER the debacle—from former

|
|
!
‘i sudden burst of consulting everybody in
| President Eisen hower and Richard
L
|

Nixon .to General MacArthur and Her- -

bert Hoover! o
And it also has a bearing on the
President’s fuzzy complaint that the

| give the people “more information”
[ while at the same time “suppressing
information” harmful to the national
! security! s . .
- The press-had pothing, to,do. wih
-the Cuban mess ‘vexc_epthg'g quote the
only people willing to be quoted, and
that chiefly the head -of .the Cuban
- mgyemens. - QUL QL ANGE Fave,no

advice, no information, and pretended
to Know nothing about it ‘during most
of Mg etion!

THE TWO BIGGEST PROBLEMS in
regard to information dangerous to the
national security involve the press but
do not originate there. They originate
in the administration and in the Con-
gress.

MlLa hact canrne of such informa-
Declassified and A

_dapother. service and to publicize every .

{ press must by some kind of self-analysis ",

___q\ -

ress

" tion around is the Congressional Rec-

. ord, and the enemy ge(s it from that
source the same as the newspapers

. do. Keeping it out of the press would :
not ‘withhold it from the enemy, hut
only withhold it from the American
people. :

e

Secondly, most such information ac-
tually comes out-in regards to weapons
as a result-of the zeal of the administra

~ tion’s own drmy’ of publicity men. The

, real problérh of COmpetitidx1 " between
the services—in rocketry for example
is not in that direct competition, itself.

The trouble has come out of their °

competition FOR PUBLICITY which

_has led them to claim and describe new
weapons that aren't even off the draw-
ing -board in ovder to “get ahead” of

' ‘f)l?ﬁg,and every atwempt they make!
~ “{This is the same procedure which
“takes place in- their presentations to
" 'Congressional committees, and the rec- *
.ord is full .of data that .shouldn't be '
‘there.  t . . :
THERE 1S, “of course, the rvelated
_instinct of many people and politiciam'
when they have »made’ a.boo-boo, \

¥

-~ -

. pewspapers because they are the -

pgditim. - that have made the facts
f

v

wn. 5 Rublie knowledge hurts them
h uc?ﬁ, “and” more directly than the
1% #cifsell, and they turn on the .
"commu'mcﬁtioﬁ' media as the “middle.
man” rather than ‘face up to the basic

- mistake. i .

AJi"these circumstances have weak-
ened. the. support of this administration
in the press and in the Congress and

: probably, with the:public as well.

That is a dangerous situation, espe-
cially pow when the President, needs
all the support he can get. :

There - are  solid signs that Khrush-
chev thinks the time has come for HIM
to practice “prinkmanship”’ and the
U. S’s turn to back down under such

~ pressures.

This creates a great danger, ~and
President Kennedy is the only quarter-
back we have in this ball game. In his
future decisions, let’s forget the post-
mortens on Cuba and the rest, and sup-
port him to the hilt.

It’s the only way we can make ANY |
policy succeed.

Kennedy NEEDS support now more
than ever.
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